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Risk Factors



A. Family History of the Problem Behavior

Indicator

Educational Attainment
Chronic Liver Disease and Cirrhosis
Family History of Antisocial Behavior

Adult Drug and Alcohol Treatment
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Risk Factor: Family History of the Problem Behavior

Indicator: Educational Attainment

Definition: Percentage of population in Blair County and the State of Pennsylvania
with less than 12 years of school.
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OCounty 25.8% 16.2%
l State 26.7% 18.1%

Source: The Center for Rural Pennsylvania
www.ruralpa.org
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http://www.ruralpa.org/

Risk Factor: Family History of the Problem Behavior

Indicator: Chronic Liver Disease and Cirrhosis

Definition: Total number of deaths in Blair County and the State of Pennsylvania
that are a result from Chronic Liver Disease and Cirrhosis of the Liver.
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Source: Pennsylvania Department of Health - Vital Statistics - Birth and Death Stats 1990-2002
- 1997-2001 Summary Death Statistics
www.health.state.pa.us/stats/
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http://www.health.state.pa.us/stats/

Risk Factor: Family History of the Problem Behavior
Indicator: Family History of Antisocial Behavior

Definition: If children are raised in a family where a history of addiction to
alcohol or other drugs exists, the risk of their having alcohol or other drug
problems themselves increases. If children are born or raised in a family where
criminal activity or behavior is normal, their risk for delinquency increases.
Similarly, children who are born to teenage mothers are more likely o become teen
parents, and children of dropouts are more likely to drop out of school themselves.
Children whose parents engage in violent behavior inside or outside the home are at
greater risk for exhibiting violent behavior themselves. Students’ perceptions of
their families’ behavior and standards regarding drug use and other antisocial
behaviors are measured by the survey. This risk factor is assessed by items such
as “Has anyone in your family ever had a severe alcohol or drug problem?”

Family History of Antisocial Behavior
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‘El Score 42 41 50

**Survey based on sample of students in grades 6,8,10, and 12 in the Blair County
School Districts. **

Source: Channing Bete Company, Inc. - 2001 Blair County Youth Survey, page 104
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Risk Factor: Family History of the Problem Behavior
Indicator: Drug and Alcohol Treatment

Definition: Total number of adults in Blair County and the State of Pennsylvania
that have received drug and alcohol freatment services in state-supported
facilities. **Note Dx = Diaghosis**

County Drug and Alcohol Treatment Admissions
1,600
1,400 - ]
1,200 -
1,000
800 —
600
400
200
0 Total Dx alcohol
.ota. Dx drug abuse X @lcono Dx other
admissions abuse
097/98 1,164 481 664 19
W 98/99 1,435 623 802 10
099/00 1,400 653 742 5)
000/01 1,431 774 653
State Drug and Alcohol Treatment Admissions
80,000
60,000 -
40,000 - —
20,000 -
o Dx alcohol
Total admissions| Dx drug abuse x alcono Dx other
abuse
b97/98 63,233 31,959 29,916 1,358
m98/99 64,274 32,794 30,250 1,230
099/00 68,101 35,276 31,615 1,210
000/01 70,673 38,780 30,805 1,088

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Health - Division of Health Statistics
www.health.state.pa.us
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B. Family Management Problems

Indicator

Runaway Arrests
Reported Child Abuse & Neglect
Runaways - dropouts

Children Living Outside the Family
In Foster Care

Foster Care (total #)
Children in Out-of-Home Placements

Poor Family Management
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Risk Factor: Family Management Problems

Indicator: Runaways

Definition:
and the State of Pennsylvania.

Total arrests for runaways under 15, and 15 to 17 for Blair County
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http://www.pccd.state.pa.us/

Risk Factor: Family Management Problems

Indicator: Reported Child Abuse and Neglect

Definition:

Rate (per 1,000 children) of substantiated reports of child abuse
and neglect in Blair County and the State of Pennsylvania.
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Child Abuse and Neglect Cases
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0.5 1
0.0
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
O County 1.6 2.6 2.6 1.5 1.9 2.1
M State 2.1 2.0 1.7 1.6 1.7 1.6

Source: Blair County Children and Youth

Blair County Courthouse
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Risk Factor: Family Management Problems

Indicator: Dropouts

Definition: Public secondary school dropouts in Blair County and the State of
Pennsylvania by reason: runaway or expelled, child care or marriage

County
40
30
20
10 A
Runaway or expelled Child care or marriage
O 1996-97 15 6
H 1997-98 24 8
0 1998-99 29 8
0 1999-00 11 9
H 2000-01 18 9
State
1200
1000
800
600
400 -
200 -
0
Runaw ay or expelled Child care or marriage
O 1996-97 532 967
W 1997-98 492 1,063
0 1998-99 467 951
0 1999-00 504 958
W 2000-01 511 806

Source: Pennsylvania Electronic Juvenile Justice Databook - education
www.pccd.state.pa.us
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Risk Factor: Family Management Problems

Indicator: Children living outside the family (other than Foster Care)
Children in Foster Care

Definition:  Number of children living outside the family (other then foster care)
and children living in foster care. Totals represent Blair County and the State of
Pennsylvania.

Blair County
400
300
200 -
100 -
0
1997 1998 1999 2000
O Other 252 325 319 304
W Foster Care 162 208 185 189
State of Pennsylvania
25,000
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
0
as of 9/30/98 as of 9/30/99 as of 9/30/00
O Other 22,251 22,016 21,191
W Foster Care 15,432 15,237 14,995

Source: Blair County Children and Youth, Blair County Courthouse
Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCAR)
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Risk Factor: Family Management Problems

Indicator: Foster Care

Definition:  Total number of children in foster care nationally.

Children in Foster Care - National
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Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cb The AFCARS Report
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Risk Factor: Family Management Problems

Indicator: Children in Out-of-Home Placements

Definition:  Rate of children in out-of-home placement in Blair County and the
State of Pennsylvania.

Children in Out-of-Home Placements

Blair

01990 2.6
W 1999 5.6 8

**per 1.000 children under 18 **

Source: The State of the Child in Pennsylvania 2002
www.papartnerships.org
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Risk Factor: Family Management Problems

Indicator: Poor Family Management

Definition:  Poor family management practices are defined as parents failing o communicate
clear expectations for behavior, parents failing to supervise and monitor their children (knowing
where they are and whom they're with) and parents giving excessively severe, harsh or inconsistent
punishment. Children exposed to poor family management practices are at higher risk of developing
problems with drug use, delinquency, violence and school dropout.

Two scales were developed to summarize students’ feelings about their families’ management
practices: Poor Family Supervision and Poor Family Discipline. Questions on survey: “Would your
parents know if you did not come home on time?" and "My family has clear rules about alcohol and
drug use.”

Poor Family Supervision Scale
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49.5
49
48.5
48
47.5
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County State National (norm)
O Score 48 49 50
Poor Family Discipline Scale
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Source: Channing Bete Company, Inc.
2001 Blair County Youth Survey, Page 104.
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C. Family Conflict

Indicator

Marriage - Divorce
Single Parent Families

Domestic Violence in households with
children under 12

Domestic Violence
Protection From Abuse Orders

Domestic Violence Hotline Calls

Domestic Abuse
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Risk Factor: Family Conflict
Indicator: Marriage - Divorce

Definition: Percentage of population married and divorced in Blair County and the
State of Pennsylvania for 1990 and 2000.

Marriage - Divorce
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
County '90 State '90 State '00 County '00
0% married, except separated 56.4% 53.7% 54.3% 54.5%
M % divorced 6.7% 6.5% 8.1% 8.8%

Source: The Center for Rural Pennsylvania, www.ruralpa.org
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000 www.census.gov
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Risk Factor: Family Conflict

Indicator: Single Parent Families

Definition: Percentage of male and female headed single parent families in Blair
County and the State of Pennsylvania.

Single Parent Families
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County 1990 State 1990 County 2000 State 2000

O (No Husband Present) % Female 16.0% 16.1% 16.5% 17.3%
Headed Families

B (No Wife Present) % Male 4.3% 4.7% 5.9% 5.8%
Headed Families

Source: The Center for Rural Pennsylvania
www.ruralpa.org
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Risk Factor: Family Conflict

Indicator: Domestic Violence

Definition:  Households with children under 12, by gender of victims of intimate
partner violence, nationally.

Households with children under 12, by gender of victims of
intimate partner violence, 1993-98
80%
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©
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c
<
20%
10%
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Total Female Male
O Children in household 43% 45% 25%
B Children notin household 43% 39% 67%
O Unknown 15% 16% 8%

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, May 2000 Intimate Partner Violence
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/ipv.htm
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Risk Factor: Family Conflict

Indicator: Domestic Violence

Definition:  Total number of Protection From Abuse Orders filed by males and
females in Blair County.

Protection From Abuse Orders
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O1997 372 43 329
H 1998 386 53 333
01999 307 32 275
2000 305 36 269
2001 405 46 359

Source: Family Services of Blair County
PFA Office Statistics 1997-2001
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Risk Factor: Family Conflict

Indicator: Domestic Violence

Definition: Total number of domestic violence related calls received on the
Hotline in Blair County.

Domestic Violence Calls
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1995-96 | 1996-97 | 1997-98 | 1998-99 | 1999-00 | 2000-01 2001-02

OTotal calls 664 532 964 1058 1242 796 643

Source: Family Services of Blair County
Service Statistics
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Risk Factor: Family Conflict
Indicator: Domestic Abuse

Definition:  The Domestic Abuse Project (DAP) provides services for victims of
domestic violence and their family members. Emergency shelter is provided for
women and children in Blair County.

Emergency Shelter
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O Women 100 94 82 58 46 57 42
M Children 107 122 111 77 50 53 35

Source:

Services Statistics

Family Services of Blair County
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D. Favorable Parental Attitudes and
Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Indicator Page
Adult Alcohol Related Arrests 81, 82
Adult Violent Crime Arrests 83,84
Adult Property Crime Arrests 85
Drug & Alcohol Treatment Admissions 86
Smoking 87

Parental Attitudes Favorable Toward ATOD and
Antisocial Behavior 88
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Risk Factor: Favorable Parental Attitudes and
Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Indicator: Adult Alcohol Related Arrests

Definition: Adult (18 and over) alcohol related arrests in Blair County. Adult
alcohol related arrests include: driving under the influence, liquor law violations,
drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and vagrancy.

Adult Alcohol related Arrests - County

1,400
1,200
1,000 H{]
800
600
400 1
200 +H
()
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
O Total alcohol-related 1,046 1,154 1,134 1,115 922
m Driving under the influence 385 406 421 438 295
O Liquor law violations 165 247 276 201 257
O Drunkenness 170 184 160 181 170
m Disorderly conduct 321 311 274 293 196
@ Vagrancy 5 6 3 2 4
Source: Pennsylvania Electronic Juvenile Justice Databook - arrests

www.pccd.state.pa.us
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Risk Factor: Favorable Parental Attitudes and
Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Indicator: Adult Alcohol Related Arrests

Definition: Adult (18 and over) alcohol related arrests in the State of
Pennsylvania. Adult alcohol related arrests include: driving under the influence,
liquor law violations, drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and vagrancy.

Adult Alcohol Related Arrests - State
160,000
140,000 —
120,000 1] ]
100,000 +
80,000
60,000
40,000 1
20,000 1
O -
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
O Total alcohol-related 123,348 135,594 127,451 128,198 119,998
W Driving under the influence | 36,457 39,998 39,051 40,862 39,554
OLiquor law violations 17,914 21,719 20,915 21,746 20,632
O Drunkenness 19,704 21,772 21,035 20,720 19,663
M Disorderly conduct 48,831 51,630 46,054 44,384 39,795
OVagrancy 442 475 396 486 354

Source: Pennsylvania Electronic Juvenile Justice Databook - arrests
www.pccd.state.pa.us
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Risk Factor: Favorable Parental Attitudes and

Indicator: Adult Violent Crime Arrests

Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Definition: Adult (18 and over) violent crime arrests in Blair County. Violent

crime arrests include: murder/non-negligent. manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery,

aggravated assault.

Adult (18 and over) Violent Crime Arrests - County
120
100
80 — — m
60
40
0- il
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
OMurder/nonneg. Mans. 5 5 1 3 3
W Forcible rape 6 6 6 5 4
ORobbery 20 27 21 30 49
OAggravated assault 78 77 99 89 82

Source: Pennsylvania Electronic Juvenile Justice Databook - arrests
www.pccd.state.pa.us
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Risk Factor: Favorable Parental Attitudes and
Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Indicator: Adult Violent Crime Arrests

Definition: Adult (18 and over) violent crime arrests in the State of Pennsylvania.
Violent crime arrests include: murder/non-negligent . manslaughter, forcible rape,
robbery, aggravated assault.

Adult (18 and over) violent crime arrests - State
16,000
14,000 B
12,000 [ ] —
10,000 —
8,000 —
6,000 —
4,000 —
2,000 —
S BENE BENE AN RS
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
O Murder/nonneg. mans. 571 506 482 463 496
B Forcible rape 1,054 1,046 1,093 1,227 1,100
ORobbery 5,108 5,396 5,190 5,100 5,204
O Aggravated assault 10,925 12,228 13,361 14,374 13,033

Source:

www.pccd.state.pa.us
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Risk Factor: Favorable Parental Attitudes and

Indicator: Adult Property Crime Arrests

Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Definition: Adult (age 18 & over) property crime arrests in Blair County and the
State of Pennsylvania. Property crime arrests include: burglary, larceny-theft,
motor vehicle theft, and arson.

County
300
250
200
150
100 -
50
0 n
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
OBurglary 52 108 75 87 80
B Larceny-theft 180 206 189 240 262
O Motor vehicle theft 21 30 29 27 34
OArson 2 2 36 3 1
State
40,000
30,000 -
20,000 -
10,000 -
0 4
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
OBurglary 7,008 7,534 7,030 6,934 7,071
H Larceny-theft 30,754 | 31,547 | 28,716 | 28,762 | 28,070
OMotor vehicle theft | 4,615 | 4,771 4,476 | 3,990 | 3,761
OArson 479 542 471 485 431

Source: Pennsylvania Electronic Juvenile Justice Databook - arrests
www.pccd.state.pa.us
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Risk Factor: Favorable Parental Attitudes and
Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Indicator: Drug and alcohol treatment admissions

Definition: Total admissions for drug and alcohol treatment into state-supported
facilities in Blair County and the State of Pennsylvania.

Blair County Drug and Alcohol
Treatment
2,000
1,500
1,000 -
O Toa | D ‘Alcohol
olal rug [e{e]g[0]
resident abuse abuse Cley
m1998-99| 1,435 623 802 10
m1999-00| 1,400 653 742 5
[12000-01| 1,431 774 653

State Drug and Alcohol Treatment

80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000
’ el Drug abuse el Other
resident abuse

b 1998-99| 64,274 32,794 30,250 1,230
W 1999-00| 68,101 35,276 31,615 1,210
J2000-01| 70,673 38,780 30,805 1,088

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Health
Bureau of Health Statistics and Research - www.health.state.pa.us/stats/
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Risk Factor: Favorable Parental Attitudes and
Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Indicator: Smoking

Definition:

Cigarette smoking statistics for the State of Pennsylvania.

40%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

0,
% of PA adults % college % smokers 18- | % smokers 45- |% smokers aged
graduates that
smoke regularly 29 64 65+
smoke
01997 24% 14% 32% 23% 11%
Il 1998 24% 14% 8%
01999 23% 15% 34% 22% 8%
02000 24% 13% 34% 24% 9%
Source: Pennsylvania Department of Health - Behavioral Risk of PA Adults - page 16

www.health.state.pa.us/pdf/stats/risks
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Risk Factor: Favorable Parental Attitudes and
Involvement in the Problem Behavior

Indicator: Parental Attitudes Favorable toward ATOD use and
Antisocial Behavior. (*ATOD= alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs)

Definition: Students' perceptions of their parents’ opinions about problem behaviors (alcohol,
tobacco, ATOD, antisocial behavior) are an important risk factor. In families where parents use
illegal drugs, are heavy users of alcohol or are tolerant of use by their children, children are more
likely o become drug users in adolescence. Likewise, parental attitudes and behavior regarding
crime and violence influence the attitudes and behavior of children. If parents approve of, or
excuse, their children for breaking the law, then the children are more likely to develop problems
with juvenile delinquency.

Two scales were developed fo summarize students’ feelings about their parents’ attitudes toward
ATOD use and antisocial behavior: Parental Attitudes Favorable toward ATOD Use and Parental
Attitudes Favorable toward Antisocial Behavior. Sample questions: "How wrong do your parents
feel it would be for you to smoke marijuana?” and "How wrong do your parents feel it would be for
you to pick a fight with someone?”

Parental Attitudes Favorable Toward ATOD
Use
52
50
48
46
44 _
County State National (norm)
O Score 47 47 50
Parental Attitudes Favorable Toward
Antisocial Behavior
51
50
49
48
County State National
‘EIScore 50 49 50

**Survey based on sample of students in grades 6,8,10 and 12 in the Blair County

School Districts**
Source: Channing Bete Company, Inc.
2001 Blair County Youth Survey Report; Pg. 105
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